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A very haooy Chrlstmas and New Year to you allt Comln as it does aﬁ 1 éllmax,

from the weather point of view, to a genuihe: "annus mlrabllls”. 4nd for-us at least,
and I*hope for you, ‘an annus memorabllls as well! Way back in June we..took advantaﬁe
of the 'sunshine to boldly g where we had never been before. W& rented a farm cottage -
on the hillside overlooking Okehﬂmpton, and had a marvellous fortnight. Across the
valley we had a magnificent view of Yes Tor ;(except when the rolling morning mists
turned it into No Tor), and our hosts at the farm were most obli;ing. and friendly,"
attending to our every needs' We wandered down leaf¥y Devon lanes hand in hand, and
found ‘ourselves in a veritable Botanist's Paradisen On one occasion we vied with one
another to discover differents kinds of. wort, - milk wort, St.John's wort, soap wort,
and the extremely rare visitor from the Himalayan heights of Nepal, the Burdhthou
Neva Wort. It was not good weather for fishing, but in spite of all T managed . to
land eight (smallish) trout, and one (smalllsh) eel, which formed a welcome addition
to our diet. I reckon that, counting the Licence Fee Bait, Tackle, and transport to
the River Okement,each ounce -of fish worked out at 3bout h9p., or b? 8li a2 pound.

We wandered around the hut circles of Pre-Historic Man, borrowing one of their stone
kitchen tables one sunny af ternoon for our picnic. More than once we were near to
losing our way.. However, when I. opined that "I would rather be lost with you than
found with anyone else", I was met wth the sharp rejoinder, "You'd better hadi" T

do find myself "’ often in this no-yin -situation = for instance, I bring my dear wife
an early morning cup of tea, (after serenaalng her with a morning hymn executed with
two or even more flnTQTS), W th the loving greeting, "Hullo, Beauty!", only to field
the renly, ”Hullo, Beast", " Semetimes thé, truth is kinder not said,

Talking of Beasts, one is reminded of the likeness of a clergyman nowadays to

"~ "the White Rhino - both are an Endangered Species. "hen I was ordained some L9 years
ag0,a pale young curate was regarded as fair game for snivers of every kind. All that
has been changed by scarcity. I was told that quite recently the Bench.of Bi=hons
issued a Too Secret Memorandum to all dignitaries, (leaked by a mole lent by Mrs
Thatcher), recommending that the Inferior Cleray be -treted with extreme courtesy and
“caution. They Have been given the-advice Isaac Walton nroffered to the Anglers who ~ i
“U5e ~ive frogs as bait - n’Use him as- thou?h you. loved him, that he may last the long- .
er". It is now a common, thouéh still awesome, spectacle to observe a portly Arch~_"i
deacon going @n bended knees to implore a bunerannuated char to get annuated-again. -
In fact, this is exactly what has hanpened to me! Our previous Rector, who had the
charge of “two other:parlsheu'as well, has left and is not beinz replaced. In the en-
suing re-shuffle one parish has gone to Balsham, another to Linton, and Shudy Camps
has been left as pig-in-the-middle, - a rather super pig, which has fallen to my lot!
I feel like Coleridge's Ancient Mariner,(who seems also to have inspired England's
opening batsment), - "he stopoeth one of three". Shudy Camps is a compact little
village of just a hundred houses, and some 200 souls. One is reminded of the dictum
of an eminent Scottish Divine, that "one soul is Diocese enough for a Bishop'. By that
reckoning I do the work of 300 Bishops, and earry on my elderly shoulders a whole
Lambeth Conference of pastoral concern. Or would be so doing, were it not- that my
supar congregation are “workers together" with me.for the Kingdom! 7t is really most
invigorating, more so than ever before; The afore-mentioned Vicar cf Linton has
been heard to say that his is ‘"the best job in the Church of Zngland". In this he
is wrong, but maybe hé. has. the second best. = One of the advantages which a retired
priest given the care of a little village has over an incumbent with three or four,
(which is made possible by the fact that the retired priest already has his liveli-
hood from his pensions), is that he can give his undivided attention. In this instance
it means that instead of a service on only two Sunday mornings a month, we can now
have a regular time of worship every Sunday morning, and always at the same time! No
dodging around with "nine o'clock first Sunday, half past ten second, and three p.m.
in the thitd etc", This sort of thing, alas eo common, causes great confusion, and
guarante~s a dwindling congregation! I say "time of worshio", and not "regular Bu-




charist, because I beliave that we Christians should notb be greedy, but should share
the best time on Sunday mornings at least equally with those who have not yet "made
up their Christian mind", and who realise, even if the Church does not, that the
Holy Communion is not for them. So, we have as our prime occasion oqch month a
Family Serv1ce,(no€ Communion!) on .the first Sunday, when the Good News is very sim-
ply said and sung, g, and refr*shmqlts afterwards, with bags of crisps for the young
peonle. Monster munches are qulte popular, '

As 1t comcs near to Christmas I am remlndeﬁ of tiwo  noems of the "Before" and
"After! klnd from Matthew arnolc. and ”O”. Here they are:-

»

Before : After
"On that hard Roman world "God, 1n His Palace Resident
Despair, and utter loathing Of bliss, behzld earth's sinful ball,
' fell; " . And charged His own Son, innocent,

De ep wearlness, and sated © Us to-redeem from Adam's Fall.

: lust v ~ 'Yet must it be that men-Thee slay!!
’Made human llfe a heIW 7 - "Yea, thoi it must, T must obey!:i

TR . o Said Christ, and Ceme, God's Royal Son, :

To die, and dyings to atone .
“For harlot, thlef and- publican., !

. . - - I
and, wetare Sola on the ! ‘est aubhorlty, fof me and you too}

Wishing‘you the true doy of Christmas,:

, s from 5 ' 7 ’f;~,_ _ '
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P S The ' "New Testament Worﬁ “1nder” vhich many of our friends generou-ly
soonsored, enabling it to be sold for the very reasonable sum.of £2.00, is still
in steady demand, md over 2,000 conie= have been distributed, T.have 7u9t had '
the proofs of "Read lark,. Pnﬂ Learn", daily notes for the year coverine St, Mark's
" (ospel, and based on the Lhoory that daily Bible reaﬂlngs chould be extremely .
. short. If you would like a copy, we’ should be delighted to send you ono, on nore,

.as a New Ye1r's gift. : , e T

glossary of Terms

'eortly irchdeacon! — 'one who conducts himself with dignity and with port'.
' : example —~ 'that man is oortable!, i.e. suitable for
vortly office, See DORTWHOL PORTWHOLINESS, PDRTTTUDE



