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: A Very Happy Chrlstmas to you.and yours' Chrlst, says. the wrlter to the Hebrews,
(9% 26), has: appeared onceand, for 511, "at the climak’ of history® to abolish sins by

- the Sacrifice’ of Hlmself Hlsgdescrlptlon of ‘the First Chrmstmas Day as a Happening -
unparalleled"by any other event in ‘history, ‘past, present or future, im Brought home
-to us by thig striking phrase £rom” the NeW’Engllsh Bible; and if (to use ‘4 modern
expresslon') We; "1dent1fy" with this. good news, the happiness. of our Chrlstmas is
assured, however few turkeys ard plum puddlngs we - consume‘

Mentlon .of the: New anllsh Blble remlnds us: —'and many of you who have been
’ that*i983 haS'been e ¥Ea:~pf-:

Bqulte say that-- “its sbund is

L bark on a second 1mpre331on, thanks verv largely to the efforts ahd enthu31asm of

‘the Rev,John Franjlahd of Hale, my northern colleague, Our *hovne is-‘that this’ little

:'Jbook Will open: new windows en to the Gospel for meny young Chrlstlans - and older
- ongs tool iPlease. pray that:it: may be sol; -

Now for some. famlly news. Margaret was recently awarded the Freedom of the( )
British ﬁ;ghways and Byways by passing her Dr1v1ng test, a. ‘more exacting nrocedure '
‘than that obtalnlng in 1927, when-on g flne utumn. day (hav1ng attal ned my 17th

:ﬂbrrthday) T.walked into Trowbridge Post Officé, deposited” my five shillings on the
. 'counter, and'was let loose on the roads. Fortunately I haven't bumped into many thlnvs

.or persons in- the 1ntervenrng yearsy T, have travelled hOpefully, and by and:. large I
jhave drrived, At leasty-1 have arrlved at retirement, - and a warm welcome to, Alarlo
fand Mery who have now.- Jolned this: (falrly) select company, and whoseé retlrement is.

: g, ofa Targe surpius—of
cured tobacco leaves, some of whlch I .am’even now smoklng, as of now, at this moment
o tlme. ‘Like Stanley Baldwin, (though with him it was "Thrée'Nuns") I find that- my

thoughts grow .in that - partlcular aroma”, 4nd I recall. with' dellght .the poet Calverley's~

Ode to Tobacco: "Thou,’ who, when fears attackJ Bids't them. avaunt, and Black’ Care,
at the horseman's back Perchlng, unseatest°' ‘Sweet-at the dawn of day, Sweet, ‘when -

vthey’ve cleared away Lufich, and at close ‘of day .. Possibly sweetest...' So, ar thoup =

sand thanks to ybu Alarlc and Nary, and' may you be sultably rewardedf :

Thoughts of the retlred state brlnp to mind the deflnltlon glven of a pen31on
as belng ”de, rred pa¥" - a comforting. concept' If 1t is’ “true,. then the' whole of” re~
tirement -can be regarded as "deferred living" - the grand opportunlty sof fllllng
the thlngs there, was no time for earlier om, For . the and me -1t has been a case of
changltg our. roles: Olive- has her Vestry Class (seven havg been-confirmed" thls yeari)..

atid Ttm being initiated, af fer forty tws years' exemption, -into the mysteries of thes

Monday: ‘wash, - the “double rirse" (note the technical jargon),. ‘the apparently Tacist

procedure . of separating the whites from the coloureds, and much be51des, I've not yet
graduated Cllke Mlchael) to" shift-ironing, but. honefully-this wild- follow, Also -

plumblng, or .some time the hot water: tap in the bathroom basin ‘has: been 1eaking,

and now I have mended it, When, on engaging thn faueet (*nrhnlcal Jjargon again), you

find the water.does not” run, leave the faucet open, and tyrn the hot water tap: in the
bath on and off smartly many times: when this. doesn't work (who gver thounht it

would?), turn back to the basin, and be thankful that there is plenty of cold water, o

Ask any doctor, and he will tell you that hot water - (11ke smoking, sugar, milk, =
butter, salt, in fact,,pretty well everythlng) is not at alligood for you. - After

~doing this, I went upstairs,:and: dealt. with the problem of the "reluctant: loo" I L

keep on finding things to do to im prove -this property. With its historic: background
Only a few weeks ago I was planting out cabbages when T observed a ‘small disc-like
object which the coin curator at the Fitzw1111am Musepm i Cﬁmbrldge identified as

a "third bronze" bearirg the head of the Emperor Constantius IT (A.D. 337 - 361).
Thus proving that the ancient Romqns planted and enjoyed the English cabbage, Also
apples, for nearby is a venerable apple tree whose gnarled trunk and branches would
indicate that it dates back to the Roman Occupation. One can just picture this



ruddy Roman« Leglonnalre engoylng ‘his well-earned retirement in Cottaglum Daisyum,
It is 4 hot summer?s day in the late 300's A.D., and he ip out in the garden olanting
afew ordines 6f Gabbaglums, pereplratlon drops from-his ruddy brow, and he pulls out
his sudarium, not noticing the tertium brongim(rather 1ike a farthing) which had got
caught in its folds, and whieh flie cut into the cabbagium patchum, He rests for a
moment ¥6r twsJon his "spaduntocatetthis breathum, . and contemplates the: nearby"e@ple— -
tree,” and immediately inventsd jingle: R 1nsf »t the simple-savages. he is llving‘%t xf
amongst ‘i the foar meanings-ofr thefLetln woﬁdtﬁmhlo" R o el s Lo
st "Malo =AIT: WOuld Tathery ""Ln an%apple tree'""

ang sbhoolglrle would” rlie up andabless.thla thelr unknown benefactor and Latin tutor, -
- a ruddy,. retired Roman Legionnaire. liting in the then- 11ttle oub11c1sed v1llage, or
" hamlet,.of. Wickham Qcc1dentalls? But then Who -again - would have reeognlsed some hun—i,
reds:of gears later, . in :the shy young scHolar. named Witliam, thcn Lliving ir -
villages - (who, "because of the .extreme. coartesy of ‘the . v111agers towa t%hlm 001ned thel
celebrat ed phrase,: "Manners Makyth Man”), thaé‘Wflllam of Wykeham® Who yent, “on to found"j
first Winchester'School, and then.New. College Oxford?< Who -indeed? - The story must
true, because the same extreme courtesy per31sts in the Vlllage to thlS d@y. o

We 11ke our 11ttle viano: I do not try to emulate Ollve‘s Mozart, Clementi and .
Eric Coates, but every morning vafore T take up her tea~I Serenade her . with one. or two"
verses of a hymn, - on Sundays usually an Eastef hymd,:bo remind us that - Mevery Sunday
is a little Easter Day". I think Pope said that  "music-hath charms to'sgothe..." but 1t
doesn 't seem ‘to have much effect because when I greet her, "Hullo Beautyi" all I get
in reply’ is"Hulle Beast".' * Our: young frlends from Olive's. claSS and my {Young ‘Turhers -
to Christ! (alasi my. two—year nerlod came tq.an end thl" summer'), also-.snjoy vlayingy:
w1th varylng degrees of: sk111 but the same boundless enthus1aem,.- durlng the teau R
1arge doll’s houses (only one’ of these, and WLth a gooo deal of help and enoouragement
from us.} ) : SR i L o S a N

g r«"f

FOr our ’
being blown 1nto the Wesh by stormy weather\ 11ke Klng John before us, ‘e~ hat
Joyable tlme.ait is ‘8 very. oleasant old_fashloned town. We* went apole—plcklA
Queen's orchards at”Sandrlngham, and’ brought ‘some Royal Apples home’ for. our ) oy
frlende, ‘teaching the glrls to curtsey- béfore, taklng their first bite. Some of,tnem .
took thelr apgles to school and:let their f¥iends: have. a’ Royal Blte. Now ,” some months

later, the' chlldreh of Balsham, 1nd.further afleld too, go ab_ ._w1th a rapt expression
on their faces, ast in. a tranced i : RO

And now for, the good news' T am re—lssulngfor the” year of ounyLord 198h to those of
ny Young Turners to bhrlst, and to anyoheldlse, who ‘would llke them, my., dupllcated dally
notes,‘"Read Mark, and ‘Learn", which I send out ‘monthIys-If anyone readlng this. would |

care t6 be on my malllng list, I.would be gulte chuffed Any framber of’ copies. §upg11ed -
it Just means tufnlng the hand?e of the duplicator onde more. In'the. words of .the & . =~

Immortal Bard, "HaVe a Go“‘ Juét 3 post-card w111 do, w1th "Yes Plea$e“' "on 1t, and the
number of cooles reoulred o . .

Fr Harry, Rsotor of- Balsham wbere'@11VE haa her Vestry'Claas and where“I'amrb 3
“Brivilegedtormssist ot the Sunday services; s completed th : Churc h&ﬁﬂﬁg—«*
off the vast: nave by a magnificent velvet ‘curtsiy end ‘paneéls’ of transparent olastlc ‘
filling:jin-the space: dabove the cliancal: screer, ‘the wooden sbrufs - nainted to- Hohe in
with the polours:bf the screencitself, When we retired, I had Honed- that at: Tast
Olive and I could sit- ‘together: in' church,i: Things: ‘hay &, turired out even battér !t We. do
sit together fon Evensong ;every. othierr Sundayy  (when 1 am not Aakintt the sevvice),
but in the mornings: we are severdlly. om the, Lord's»business,! and; ag. T go-through her

vestry, whére” her young charges are’ assembied we gave eaoh othenme consparatorrol EREE
cr'i hOly wink. ;._ BT . Co l : LR £ IR

My plpe (and with 1t my 1nsp1ratlon, s
enough ouff left to 51noerely wish: you (’)i




