‘ROUND ABOUT BINGLEY
The Late’ Mr. Alfred Platts. _

. The:death of Mr. Alred Platts, the derk to the
,Bingley Distriot Council, will naturally give .5 %
-sorrowinl tinge to the annual muee‘tmg of the Coun-|
cil next Monday evening. Ti is the first time a clerk |~
to"the Council has died when jn office, and the loss
is one’.which every member of tlie body will feel.
Always-ocourteous to every member, and one who
 helped- any meinber in any- possible way an official {-
sould, he -had the -and regard. of everyone,
and all’ recognised the. faithfulness of his public
setvice, “and the many good points in his character.
Absolute straightness and fair-mindedness was one
“t-of his features, and a quiet steadfastness another;
 buthe was one who never cared for the limelightand |
avoided it s much as he could, even when- discharg- |.
Aing official  duties, Everyone had hoped for a
favoursble turd to his iliness, but he passed away,
‘leaving ‘beliind. him & memery that is' good” For
morg than thirty years he bad beem, in fne capa:
city or angther, associated with the public #ffairs |
of Ba‘ngley, and in ‘every office he held he enjoyed
‘the confidence of those-with whom he-werked, and
3 i&m wes sho*w-n By-the- u%w&anee & ’nis funeml.

i A Sad- Cmncxc’fé‘ncg., T

Tbwes '8 sad. emmdenoe, and -one wlmoh came-
wnﬂ: & shook %o many in Bingley: beaa.use of Hte-uri-
“exipertadness,. that his predecessor- in. the office. 6f
; clerk to the Coumﬂ, Mr. Richard Arweistead, should
Adie three days Tater. | His ahsencs from the -funeyal
|of Mr. Platts-wes noted by some, and the reason for
it was asked among them, but it was not until ‘the
‘morning following  thet they lemrnt of if. Mr
Armistend, too, had played a notable part in'the
1ocal governiment of Bingley, and much ‘wes accom-
plished during the twenty years he held: office, first
under the Bmgley Improvement  Lominissiohere
and latterly . under - the District =CGouncil, .the
{siooestors to the Commissioners.. He came. to
‘Bingley in 1878 as surveyor, a young ‘man, buf ané-
who “quickly mede good and early dishlayed ‘e,
abilities. which wultimately brought him to a high
‘positioil in his professwn At first SUTVeyor onily, i
‘2 few years he combined with that post the, office
 of ‘dlerk o the suthority. Tt was, as mentioned,. a,!
hzsy period .in ‘the development of Bingley, for it
} witpesied -the - ;mm‘ovement of Main Sireet from
Eark Road- dowanwards, the negotiations’ and |
am-angemeﬁts whneh led to the erection of the: pie--
gont vallway ‘abation, and the teking over of The¥
: Machanies’ Instifute, for public' purposes and #he’
‘_est,a:bhshmen:t there of the free hbmry and the’
pible’ bathe - Many other hings vere “also d6camm-
phished—ihers™ >Wah the. promxon of. the @vnge !
Hospa»%#l and the bnilding of the Technical-Bohpol— 1
a,nd in, a&-l dmefgmneaw Mr. Arm:s&eaa Wﬁs




